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Connecticut’s

First Kid

Governor
BY HEATHER TWYEFFORT

Warren School is pleased to

announce that fifth grader Abby

Wayland-Smith was one of seven

Connecticut students that were select-

ed to run in the first statewide election

for Connecticut’s Kid Governor this

past November. For her campaign,

Abby decided to build public aware-

ness about the vanishing bat popula-

tion in Connecticut. 

Abby formulated a five step plan in

her candidacy speech:

•    Step 1: Contact local wildlife con-

servation centers.

•    Step 2: Get informed. Do research

on the Connecticut bat population

and how white-nose syndrome is

affecting our bats.

•    Step 3: Build bat houses and get

them placed in areas that bats will

love.

•    Step 4: Watch the bat population

start coming back.

•    Step 5: Enjoy the bats! 

Fifth-grade students across

Connecticut cast their votes in

November 2015 to coincide with pub-

lic elections. Although Abby did not

win the election, her campaign spread

awareness about the plight of the van-

ishing bats in Connecticut. Abby’s

campaign speech and video joined

those of six other candidates at

CT.KidGovernor.org. 

BY JODY LAMBERT

The Connecticut Association of

Schools presented Wamogo with the

2015-16 Middle School of the Year

Award in a ceremony held at Wamogo on

November 2. Earle G. Bidwell, CAS

Assistant Executive Director, and

Barbara O’Connor, a CAS Project

Coordinator, presented the school with a

banner marking its selection as the state’s

top middle school. 

Principal Jody Lambert, Assistant

Principal Leah Smith and Middle School

Team leaders, Scott Brady and Christy

Concilio, accepted the banner on behalf

of Wamogo Middle School. Since the

ceremony also kicked off the official start

of spirit week and Homecoming at

Wamogo, the award was presented in

front of the entire student body. In addi-

tion, Goshen First Selectman Bob

Valentine and Warren First Selectman

Craig Nelson were also present.

Superintendent Ed Drapp and Ms. Barb

DeNicola rounded out the list of digni-

taries on hand for the festivities.    

Wamogo distinguished itself as a con-

summate middle school, employing

exemplary practices as defined by the

Association of Middle Level Education

and the National Association of

Secondary School Principals. A CAS

committee visited Wamogo last spring to

interview administrators, teachers, stu-

dents and parents, and was one of 150

middle schools eligible for Middle

School of the Year. Wamogo’s selection

was based on its emphasis on 21st centu-

ry skills in the area of technology, its new

Makerspace Program that allows stu-

dents to test their creativity and problem-

solving skills, and the performance of

seventh and eighth graders on standard-

ized tests. 

The Middle School of the Year Award

follows Wamogo’s selection in 2014 as a

National Blue Ribbon School by the U.S.

Department of Education and a New

England League of Middle Schools

(NELMS) Spotlight School.

Wamogo named CAS

Middle School of the Year

From left to right: Earle Bidwell (CAS/CIAC), Leah Smith (Assistant Principal), Jody
Lambert (Principal), Christy Concilio (Middle School Team Leader), Scott Brady
(Middle School Team Leader).

Abby Wayland-Smith, CT Kid
Governor candidate

Region 6, Superintendent,

Ed Drapp Invited to

Attend U.S. Department

of Education Roundtable

Discussion

BY: BALDWIN MEDIA

R e g i o n a l

School District

No. 6 Superin ten -

dent Ed Drapp

was invited to

attend the U.S.

Department of

Education round-

table discussion

held October 28,

2015 as part of

the 88th National Future Farmers of

America Convention & Expo in

Louisville, KY. 

The discussion featured Robin Utz,

College and Career Transition Branch

Chief at the U.S. Department of

Education.

Utz spoke with selected leaders in agri-

cultural education from across the coun-

try about concerns and student highlights,

and held a discussion on how to work

together to improve agricultural educa-

tion as part of a career and technical edu-

cation.

Drapp was one of the few leaders

selected to participate in the presti-

gious roundtable table discussion due

to the outstanding agricultural curricu-

lum that he and the faculty of Region 6

continuously work to provide their stu-

dents.

The Region 6 AgriScience program has

been widely recognized for its efforts in

affording their students educational

opportunities in the agricultural field,

including leadership experience com-

bined with 21st century skills, to become

Future Farmers of America.

“I was pleased to represent Region 6

and the Wamogo FFA on the distin-

guished roundtable panel,” Drapp com-

mented. “I was excited to share all of the

creative and innovative things that our

students and staff are doing.”

Diversity Awareness Through Chapter 126
BY KC CHAPMAN

This past December, all of our K-6

students visited Chapter 126 Sports &

Fitness Center in Bristol, CT. The facil-

ity is self-described as “providing health

and wellness to those with physical dis-

abilities through fitness and sports pro-

gramming, promoting lifelong health

and personal empowerment. 

We are dedicated to ensuring that the

quality, diversity and availability of our

programs are equal to sports and fitness

programs for those without disabilities.” 

All students participated in a two-hour

program, as we believed it would sup-

port one of the district’s goals of

increasing students’ awareness of diver-

sity issues. Students rotated through

four stations: wheelchair basketball,

navigating space without the use of

sight, seated exercises, and assisting a

visually impaired individual. 

The theme of the day was empathy;

students defined and connected with the

meaning of the word and its impact on

working and playing with others. 

Based the feedback principals and

teachers received from students and par-

ents, the field trip was a success. 



In July 2015, Wamogo Plant

Science teacher Jennifer Plasky

was inducted as a member of the

American Institute of Floral

Designers at its annual sympo-

sium in Denver. Established in

1965, the American Institute of

Floral Designers is the floral

industry’s leading non-profit

organization dedicated to estab-

lishing, maintaining and recog-

nizing the highest standard of

professional floral design.

Ms. Plasky joins an elite group

of floral designers, since there

are only 1,300 members world-

wide. Representatives from thir-

teen countries were represented

in this year’s induction.

Accredited membership in

AIFD is extremely selective and

can be obtained only after a can-

didate has effectively demon-

strated advanced professional

ability of his or her floral artistry.

Members must continue to

demonstrate their “cutting edge”

art by meeting specified continu-

ing education requirements.

Plasky is the only Agricultural

Science and Technology

Education teacher in CT with

this designation and possibly the

only teacher in the nation to

achieve this distinction.

Additionally, Ms. Plasky was

elected to serve on the CT

Florists Association Board of

Directors for the 2015-2016 year.

This will allow Wamogo stu-

dents the opportunity to work

behind the scenes at several

events and work with many

industry members.

“Ms. Plasky is the consummate

professional with amazing floral-

design skills that she passes on to

her students. We are extremely

lucky to have her here at

Wamogo. Her unique skills

ensure that our students have

access to nationally recognized

staff and this gives them an

advantage at Wamogo and also

when they graduate”, stated

Superintendent Ed Drapp. 

Wamogo Plant Science Teacher Jennifer

Plasky  Achieves Floral Distinction
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BY LYNSEY MARCELLA

The 2015 fair season kicked off with the 103rd

Goshen Fair on September 5-7. Wamogo

Regional High School and Housatonic Valley

Regional High School shared the Future Farmers

of America building and offered numerous

exhibits for public enjoyment and interest such as

Maple Syrup Production, Types of Fencing, and

Floral Arrangements.

The Goshen Fair was a wonderful showcase of

Wamogo’s Agri-Science Program, including

Wamogo’s Petting Zoo and Timber Team.

Freshmen from Wamogo helped man the petting

zoo, taught the public about Daizy the cow, Libby

the mini-horse, sheep, and ducks, and instructed

them in the proper way to pet a sheep. 

Wamogo’s Timber Team gave demonstrations of

axe throwing, cross-cutting, and log rolling over

the course of the three-day fair. The public was

invited to try axe throwing, one of the most popu-

lar Timber Team events, and were impressed by

the skilled members of the team.

Wamogo also represented the Agri-Science

Program at the Warren Fall Festival from October

10-11 2015. Students worked at the FFA petting

zoo, and the Timber Team held demonstrations

throughout the weekend. The Wamogo FFA

Officer Team also presented about Wamogo

events and exhibited the Chapter Scrapbook from

2014-2015.

Children and their parents flocked into the FFA

Petting zoo to interact with the sheep, ducks, rab-

bits, chickens, donkey, Daizy and Libby. Many of

the children returned multiple times.

The Timber Team took part in the annual lumber-

jack competition, accompanied by Women’s

National Champion Lumber Jill Shannon Strong,

who coaches the Timber Team. Students demon-

strated axe throwing, cross-cutting, and log rolling.

Region 6 Staff Attend Orton

Gillingham Multi-Sensory Training

Region 6 students from Kindergarten to sixth grade had a creative

and collaborative beginning of the 2015-16 school year. Students

drew self-portraits on the first day of school, which will become part

of their exit portfolios in the sixth grade. All students learned how

to set a table and painted placemats for the Harvest luncheons after

observing vegetables, herbs, and flowers from the school gardens.

While each grade has special projects throughout the school year,

students are encouraged to be team players, have a spirit of adven-

ture, and to participate in community events.

In November, Region 6 elementary students honored veterans

during the annual Veterans Day luncheon and ceremonies held at

each school. Students learned about the history of the American flag

and the meaning of its stars and stripes, and discussed the difference

between Veterans Day and Memorial Day. Kindergarten students

painted collaborative American Flags to honor our Veterans.

Students in first to sixth grades painted 9 x 12 inch American Flags,

attached with letters written to veterans, and decorated the tables

with them.

   

What is the difference between Veterans Day

and Memorial Day?   

On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, an

armistice, or temporary cessation of hostilities, was declared

between the Allied nations and Germany in the First World War,

then known as “the Great War.” Commemorated as Armistice Day

beginning the following year, November 11th became a legal fed-

eral holiday in the United States in 1938. In the aftermath of World

War II and the Korean War, Armistice Day became Veterans Day, a

holiday dedicated to American veterans of all wars.

According to the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Union

Soldiers established “Decoration Day” on May 5, 1868, three years

after the end of the Civil War, as a day to decorate graves of fallen

soldiers with flowers. Eventually, “Decoration” Day was changed

to “Memorial” Day and made an official holiday in 1971. It is cel-

ebrated on the last Monday of each May, since it is a time of year

that all flowers are in bloom. While Veterans Day is a day to honor

those who served and Memorial Day is a day to honor those who

have fallen in war, they are equally important days of remembrance. 

   What do the colors of the American Flag mean? “The colors of

the pales, or vertical stripes, are those used in the flag of the United

States of America; White signifies purity and innocence, Red, har-

diness & valour, and Blue, the color of the Chief (the broad band

above the stripes) signifies vigilance, perseverance & justice.”

www.usflag.org/colors.html

BY KEVIN HOLLIS

In order to improve the read-

ing skills of all students in

Region 6, several Special

Services staff and literacy spe-

cialists attended two Orton-

Gillingham training sessions in

February and August 2015.

Those who took the trainings

hope they will foster the capaci-

ty of staff members in providing

necessary strategies to help

remediate reading skills. These

trainings included both the com-

prehensive as well as the

advanced continuum.

The sessions were offered

through the Institute of Multi-

Sensory Education and focused

on providing staff members with

an in-depth understanding of the

revised Orton-Gillingham

approach. In addition, it covered

student  assessment criteria

along with strategies to imple-

ment this program into the dis-

trict’s existing curriculum. 

The advanced continuum

training provided staff members

with additional skills and strate-

gies to work with regular educa-

tion students in third to sixth

grade as well as English

Learners and special education

students in third to twelfth

grade. 

Teachers in Warren Elemen -

tary School have been piloting

the Orton-Gillingham strategies

in first, second, and fifth grades.

In addition, James Morris and

Goshen Center School have

been focusing on first, fifth, and

sixth grades. 

For younger students, teaching

strategies include utilizing

assignments which involve writ-

ing over screen material and

writing in sand trays. Older

grades focus on syllabification,

Greek and Latin words, prefix-

es, and suffixes. These types of

strategies solidify and reinforce

reading acquisition skills.

Region 6 Elementary

Art News
BY LAURIE SWEET

Goshen Fair



Thirty-seven Wamogo

Regional High School Agri-sci-

ence students attended the Future

Farmers of America National

Convention in Louisville,

Kentucky from October 26

through November 1, 2015. The

Novice Parliamentary Procedure

Team, the Veterinary Science

Team, and the Parliamentary

Procedure Team competed dur-

ing their visit. Students practiced

diligently for competition in

between touring Louisville and

other activities. 

During its first national compe-

tition, the Wamogo Veterinary

Science team placed first in the

Career Development Event.

McKayla Ford, Emma Wood,

Amanda Fowler, and Meagan

Samele spent countless hours

studying and practicing with

their coach and advisor, Casey

Dunn. They competed against

over 40 other state teams. Ford,

Wood, Fowler, and Samele each

earned a gold emblem based on

their individual scores. Wood

placed fourth in the nation and

Ford placed first. On October 31,

team members were recognized

onstage at Freedom Hall in the

Convention Center in front of

over 40,000 FFA members and

guests. It was a tremendous

accomplishment for the students,

the AgriScience program, and

Wamogo Regional High School. 

The Novice Parliamentary

Procedure Team, comprised of

Kalea Barger, Robert Albini,

Sarah Bourn, Tabitha Kennedy,

Stephen Romano, Myla Carlson,

and Christina Roy, performed

well in their event. 

Carley Bordner, Matthew

Sniffen, Rachel Martineau,

Brenna Christensen, Rachelle

Talbot and Maggie Gaffney rep-

resented Wamogo and

Connecticut in the Parliamentary

Procedure contest. This team

received a silver award while

Talbot, Martineau, and

Christensen received their

accredited parliamentarian cre-

dentials for their knowledge of

parliamentary law. 

Throughout the busy conven-

tion week, students were treated

to enriching activities including

visits to Mega Cavern Zip

Lining, Mammoth Cave

National Park, Churchill Downs,

and the General Patton Museum.

In addition, students took a din-

ner cruise, visited the Louisville

Zoo, and attended a Jake Owen

Concert.  Students also spent

time in the Kentucky Exposition

Center, which held workshops,

housed the FFA shopping mall

and the Career and College Fair. 

Students who visited the

Career and College Fair learned

about agricultural colleges and

attended and participated in

many demonstrations such as

welding, agricultural irrigation,

and John Deere general informa-

tion sessions. They were exposed

to careers opportunities includ-

ing Agricultural Advocacy and

an introduction to Pre-Veterinary

Medicine.  At the conclusion of

the week, students stocked up on

their favorite FFA apparel.

Overall, students made friends

and explored the National FFA

Convention week with enthusi-

asm and excitement. 
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Makerspaces at the three RSD6 Elementary

schools were buzzing with activity this past fall.

Learning something new and taking risks are inte-

gral parts of what goes on in a Makerspace.

Students have worked collaboratively on a variety

of projects they designed, organized, and created

themselves, and there is ample opportunity to apply

and reinforce academic skills. Students worked

together on projects that support classroom learning

and apply reading, writing, math, music, art and

research skills. Inquiry-based activities also rein-

force classroom learning in a variety of ways. The

Makerspace has become the perfect place for stu-

dents and teachers to explore the possibilities of

project-based learning.

Each month, students explore a Makerspace

theme which encourages exploration of diverse and

challenging topics. After completing the Cardboard

Challenge in September, students expanded their

horizons during Origami October, learning about

and applying their reading, problem-solving and

kinesthetic skills through the ancient art of Japanese

paper folding.

Each school’s Makerspace also has a Makerbot

Replicator Mini 3D printer. Sixth-grade students

have been leading the way to learn about and teach

others how to use these printers, as well as trou-

bleshoot problems that arise. Using web-based pro-

grams such as 3DTin and Tinkercad, students have

successfully researched, designed, created and

printed a variety of simple three-dimensional solid

objects. K’Nex building sets and Snap Circuits

have also been popular tools used in the

Makerspaces, giving students the opportunity to

learn about engineering and the basics of electrici-

ty.

A Makerspace provides a stress-free exploratory

environment where students can learn by doing. If

you are interested in learning more about what goes

on in the Makerspace, ask your child to tell you all

about it. 

Superintendent Drapp

Reaches Milestone
BY BRANDON LECLAIR

In his youth, now-Superintendent Ed Drapp had no choice but

to either walk or run across his large neighborhood in order to get

from place to place; his choice sparked his love of running. 

“It was something that came naturally to me,” Drapp said when

asked about the origin of his running passion. Drapp’s running

career began in high school when he ran a mile in an astounding

4:30 and two miles in 9:50. He said that was when he learned to

“enjoy the experience of training.” Drapp ran his his first

marathon in Rhode Island in 1978 while in his twenties. The

experience was the first step toward achieving his dream of run-

ning in the Boston and New York Marathons.  After years of

training, Drapp realized his dream when he qualified for the

Boston Marathon with an impressive time of 2 hours 40 minutes. 

On November 19, 2015, Mr. Drapp celebrated his 60th birth-

day and three days later, competed in the Philadelphia Marathon.

He was all-too familiar with the course, since he had previously

participated three times. 

Running the Philadelphia Marathon for the fourth time was

only one of the 40 marathons in which Drapp has competed, and

it is our hope that he has many more marathons to come.

Happening Now,  In the Makerspace
BY WAYNE PRESCOTT

James Morris School Third Grade students prac-
tice their origami skills.

Goshen Center School Fourth Grade students
Sophie Perkel and Cassidy Geiger demonstrate
how to use a Little Bits kit to create electronic
inventions.

Warren School Sixth Grade students Daniel and
Caleb share a cardboard box challenge design
made in the makerspace.

Wamogo Veterinary Science Team

Takes First Place at the National

FFA Convention

BY: BALDWIN MEDIA

On Saturday, October 31,

2015, the Wamogo Regional

High School Veterinary

Science Team was recog-

nized for taking first place in

the Veterinary Science

Contest at the National

Future Farmers of America

Convention in Louisville,

KY. McKayla Ford, Emma

Wood, Amanda Fowler, and

Meagan Samele were the

students that comprised the

winning team, led by

Region 6 Agricultural Education Teacher and Advisor, Casey

Dunn.

The Region 6 students spent one to two days a week rigorously

studying and practicing veterinary science for an entire year after

school with Dunn, who helped prepare them for their competition

against 41 other teams. The veterinary science contest had multi-

ple components that participants were judged on such as identifi-

cation, math, scenarios, handling and restraint, and clinical

practicums, as well as a team event in which students had to take

on the different roles within a veterinary clinic.

“I knew from the beginning that if the students worked hard and

gave it their all, big things could happen at nationals,” Dunn com-

mented. “They are all very academic, motivated, and passionate

about the veterinary science field. We spent countless hours over

the summer, after school, and on weekends preparing for this

competition. I am unbelievably proud and honored to be their

coach and I am so happy that all of their hard work paid off. This

experience is one that I know the students and I will never forget.”

The National FFA organization provides leadership, personal

growth and career success training through agricultural education.

Throughout the week-long convention from October 26 to

November 1, students attended workshops, a college and career

fair that allowed them to learn about agricultural colleges, and par-

ticipated in demonstrations.

(From left to right) McKayla
Ford, Emma Wood, Amanda
Fowler, and Meagan Samele.

FFA National Convention
BY CASEY DUNN AND CHRIS BRITTAIN

After years of training, Drapp realized his dream when
he qualified for the Boston Marathon with an impressive
time of 2 hours 40 minutes.



BY ELVIRA BUTLER

On December 12, 2015,

approximately 20 students, par-

ents, Mrs. Butler, and Mrs.

Smith boarded a coach bus and

traveled seven hours across the

border to Québec, Canada

where they were immersed in a

valuable language and cultural

experience. Students from the

various levels of French classes

spent the weekend touring

Québec, visiting historical sites,

and speaking French throughout

the trip. Students learned about

the rich history and culture of

Québec by participating in inter-

active activities which included

a treasure hunt and a battle reen-

actment, and throughout the trip

practiced their French language

skills by ordering their own

meals and shopping at bou-

tiques. At a Québécois all-you-

can-eat dinner, students enjoyed

traditional dances and folk

songs, and visited many monu-

ments that have great historical

and cultural significance such as

Parc des Champs-de-Bataille,

Musée du fort, and Parc de

l’Artillerie. At the Galeries de la

Capitale, students skated on the

oversized ice rink, took a ride on

the indoor roller coaster, and

practiced French in a few of les

Galeries’ 250 boutiques.

Through this invaluable experi-

ence, students learned that they

can read French, understand

French, and be understood in

French in the real world. In an

increasingly bilingual American

workforce and in the global

economy, the students on this

trip were immersed in a real

world application of French,

seeing for themselves that the

study of French is a useful tool,

not just a time consuming aca-

demic exercise.
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BY JODY LAMBERT

On Saturday, October 3, 2015,

several of Wamogo’s culinary

arts students participated in a live

broadcast journalism event.

Wamogo’s Culinary Arts and

Restaurant Management teacher,

Jamie Fischer, along with two

Wamogo culinary arts students

were featured on a “Fall Farm to

Table” segment at NBC30 News

Connecticut. Wamogo students

were able to demonstrate the

preparation of several autumn

epicurean delights. Samuel

Gabriel-Deveau demonstrated

how to prepare pumpkin and but-

ternut squash ravioli with a

browned butter and sage sauce,

while Colby Pitcher prepared

spaghetti squash and zucchini

with a honey ginger sauce.

Wamogo students were also able

to tour the studio and experience

the background work of live tele-

vision. This career event was an

invaluable glimpse into the world

of broadcast journalism.

Congratulations to our students

and Mr. Fischer for showcasing

our culinary program and our

talented young chefs. 

Wamogo Travels to Quebec

Wamogo FFA

Timber Team

The Wamogo FFA Timber Team at
the Goshen Fair.  The team partic-
ipates in several shows and com-
petitions each fall including
Wolcott Fair, Goshen Fair,
Bethlehem Fair, Harwinton Fair
and the Warren Fall Festival.  The
team competes in Bow Saw, Axe
Throw, Cross Cut and Log Roll.

(From left to right) Justin Naylor, Brendan Smith, Kaylee-Jo Zontk,
Maggie Yoelson, Angelle Bailey, Landry Langlais, AJ Butler, Caitlyn
Maliszewski, Madeline Williams, Cassandra Frisbie, Rindi Tobin,
Renee Teddick, Mikaela Schneider, Allie Zielke, Allie DeLisle, Belle
Butler, Jasper Brodhead.

Wamogo Hits the Small Screen

Wamogo Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony Held to

Honor Former James Morris School Quintet 
BY: BALDWIN MEDIA 

On Friday, January 17, 2016 Wamogo Regional

High School inducted five former athletes into the

Wamogo Athletic Hall of Fame. Theodore

Anderson, Avery “Bud” Skilton, Donald Skilton,

Donald Weik, and Richard Weik were recognized

for their athletic accomplishments during a stand-

ing-room only ceremony held at the Wamogo/

Litchfield varsity double header. Both the

Wamogo Warriors boys’ and girls’ teams won. 

Prior to the formation of Regional School

District No. 6 in 1954, the inductees were a part of

the James Morris School basketball team that won

the Housatonic Valley League Championship in

1943-1944. Richard Weik was the sole athlete

present at the induction, since Don and Avery

Skilton both reside in other states and Ted

Anderson and Donald Weik have passed on.

Members of both Anderson and Weik’s families

were able to be at the ceremony in their honor.

“The Wamogo Athletic Hall of Fame induction

ceremony was an exciting evening for all stu-

dents, faculty, the inductees and their families,”

Superintendent Ed Drapp of Regional School

District No. 6 said. “It was wonderful to recognize

former athletes that were so monumental in the

history of Region 6 and have our current students

there to honor them as well.”

Litchfield County Superintendents

Association Award

BY ED DRAPP AND LESLIE PESCATORE

Each year, the Connecticut Association of Public School

Superintendents and Litchfield County Superintendents Association

provides an opportunity for students from its member districts to be

recognized based on community service and service to others, aca-

demic prowess, and leadership service to the school community. On

Wednesday, November 18, 2015, three sixth-grade students, one in

each of the district’s elementary schools, an eighth-grade and a

twelfth-grade student at Wamogo Regional High School, along with

their parents, were invited to the Cornucopia Banqueting Hall in

Torrington for dinner and a brief awards program. This year’s win-

ners of the Litchfield County Superintendent Student Award were:

School:  Warren School

Student Award Winner:  Conor Smith

Conor is both a kind and motivated sixth grader at Warren School.

His Boy Scout career began in first grade and he presently partici-

pates in Eagle Scout service projects. He plays recreational basket-

ball, baseball, and is a practitioner of karate. His dedication to karate

has earned him an Apprentice Black Belt. He is involved in Student

Council, and was President in fifth grade. He volunteers for several

community organizations, and his good character and willingness to

help is well known at Warren School.

School:  James Morris School

Student Award Winner:  Samantha Brady

Samantha is passionate about learning and helping others. As a stu-

dent, Samantha puts forth her best effort and a positive attitude

toward whatever challenges she faces. Samantha was the 2014-15

Treasurer of Student Council, and is also an active member of the

Warren Girl Scouts. She recently organized a lemonade stand to

raise money for Little Guild of St. Francis Animal Shelter. She plays

basketball on the school team, has attended retreats at the Silver

Lake Conference Center, and participates in an after-school hiking

program.

School:  Goshen Center School

Student Award Winner:  Courtney Korner

Courtney is a highly motivated sixth grader. She approaches chal-

lenges with enthusiasm and well-thought out questions. Her quiet,

clever wit and unfailing integrity draw both students and adults to

want to work with her. Courtney is a leader by example. Her deter-

mination to do well is not only evident in school, but is also reflected

in her community involvement in Girl Scouts, the GCS Band, and

the Region 6 Players.

School:  Wamogo Middle School

Student Award Winner:  Mason Mangiaracina

Mason is highly motivated 8th grader at Wamogo Regional High

School. Academically, he strives to improve his skills and pursue his

interests in science and mathematics. Outside of the classroom, he

has been a member of Goshen Boy Scout Troop 35 since 2008, and

is working toward Eagle Scout status. Mason is a member of the

Torrington Raiders football team and Wamogo Warriors baseball

team. Mason’s work ethic, attitude and commitment to improving

his community make him an inspiration for students and teachers. 

School:  Wamogo Regional High School

Student Award Winner:  Charlotte Miller

Charlotte is a senior at Wamogo who embodies strength of character

and zest for learning. She carries a challenging Advanced Placement

schedule, is a peer tutor, and is working on a Capstone Project relat-

ed to Ocean Engineering. Charlotte is a member of varsity crew, and

serves as captain of the varsity swim team. She is an accomplished

musician and participates in various community service projects.

Her election as President of our chapter of the National Honor

Society is a testament to her exemplary leadership.
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BY: LAURIE SWEET

Goshen Center School is pleased to

unveil its newest playground addition, a

Buddy Bench. The Student Council,

awarded with innovative grant funds,

spearheaded the project. The idea of a

Buddy Bench is to eliminate loneliness

and foster friendships on the playground,

to encourage inclusion and kindness.

The Buddy Bench concept has been

around for several years, but came to the

forefront in 2013 when a boy named

Christian, then a first-grader at

Roundtown Elementary, became interest-

ed in the special bench and asked his

principal if his school could have one. 

A special thanks goes to Lon and

Spencer Albano for obtaining the sup-

plies and building the bench.  Students

Pre-K through Grade 6, under the guid-

ance of Laurie Sweet, made their mark on

the Buddy Bench during art classes. Pre-

K and Kindergarten added fingerprints.

Other students added smiley faces, peace

signs, and flowers. Student Council

added the final touch clear coat to protect

the paint. 

The GCS Buddy Bench is being fol-

lowed by the Buddy Bench Project and

Buddy Bench Ireland (follow on Twitter

@BuddyBenchire). Buddy Bench

Ireland’s mission is to craft and design a

Buddy Bench for every elementary

school in Ireland. Wouldn’t it be nice to

have one in every U.S. school, too?

GCS Buddy Bench 

GCS/JMS Field Hockey Team 2015

BY CHERYL MARTINELLI

Each week this past fall, 23 students from Goshen Center School

and James Morris School in grades three to six met at GCS to learn

the game of field hockey. Through skill work, practicing, scrim-

mages, and a lot of fun, the girls enjoyed learning the exciting game.

The field hockey team played a game against the Regional 10

Harwinton Youth Sports Association team this past September and

again in October. The competition was fierce and all of the girls

played hard. On November 2, 2015, The GCS/JMS team also

played at Wamogo under the lights during the Homecoming FH

games. On November 7, the Regional 6 team traveled to Ethel

Walker High School to participate in their third Play For The Cure

tournament, raising money for breast cancer awareness. Wamogo

FH players in grades 7 - 9 also participated. GCS and JMS are very

proud of these hard working and talented field hockey athletes.

Harvest Luncheon at Goshen

Center School

BY: TRACY KEILTY

The Goshen Center School garden is a student-cen-

tered garden that fosters leadership, ownership, and a

sense of community. Students designed the garden and

helped build it; they named the garden, created the

logo, and have taken the initiative to make it a reality.

Every student in the school took part in sowing and nur-

turing the seeds, placing the plants into the garden, and

harvesting and preparing the vegetables for the Harvest

Luncheon. Staff, students, and families help maintained

the garden throughout the summer. Sixth grade students

took the leadership role of hosting the luncheon and the

whole school planting. The Harvest Luncheon took

place on Friday, September 25, 2015 and was a huge

success. Our sixth graders did a wonderful job greeting

and serving our guests. Thank you to Alisa Wright, our

health and wellness teacher for all of her hard work and

dedication to our beautiful garden.

December was an exciting month at GCS.  As we

wound down the year and prepared for the holidays,

we had a chance to meet as a school community to

sing songs, hear holiday music, and celebrate at the

annual Goshen Tree Lighting on December 8, 2015.

Over 200 people attended, making the event very spe-

cial. I would like to send a special thanks to everyone

who contributed to the evening with particular thanks

to the Cardello family for generously donating the tree

lights, Shawn Sepples from Sepples Tree Service for

donating his time and use of their bucket truck to

string the lights, our very own John Leary, Dave

Spino, and Wanda Wiig for all the behind the scenes

work, Ed Drapp and Bob Valentine for flipping the

switch on the beautiful lights, our amazing staff, the

GCS Jazz band, and Rodolfo Ruiz for accompanying

us with his guitar. Thank you to all!  We are excited to

continue this tradition each year.

Goshen Tree Lighting Event

BY: TRACY KEILTY
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JMS RSVP program

Under the classroom teacher’s supervision, community volunteers

from America Reads “Retired Senior Volunteer Program” have

been working directly with children of James Morris School since

2014 to boost academic achievement and engagement in language

arts and math.

Harvest Luncheon
BY ALISA WRIGHT AND KC CHAPMAN

WEDNESDAYS are SCRABBLE days!
Scrabble is a game that can improve spelling and math.  The com-

bination of creativity, strategy, luck, memory and fun are all part of

the Scrabble experience.

THURSDAYS are 4-H days!
Do you have an inquisitive child? Come see if 4-H is the club for

them! It is not just about animals, but all aspects of life.  Topics

include citizenship, community service, where our food comes

from, crafts, animal care, international friends, photography, art, and

more. Parents are welcome to attend and learn more as well.  If you

have any questions please contact Margie Groht at 860-213-0049 or

mgroht@gmail.com.  Please join us in starting this new club!!

FRIDAYS are for MAKERSPACE!
Come tinker at the James Morris School Makerspace & Library.

There are many things to do; find something just for you.  If you

have any questions or would like to volunteer please contact me at

mbattistoni@rsd6.org.

Homework, Keyboarding & Minecraft
Students who would like to stay after on any of these three days to

work independently on homework, keyboarding skills or Minecraft

are welcome to do so.

JMS Special Someone’s Day

On October 16, 2015, James Morris School hosted its third annual

Grandparents & Special Someone’s Day. Our teachers and students

did a wonderful job of planning and hosting activities in each class-

room including Spanish Bingo, engineering challenges, math

games, and more.

Looking Back

Built in 1932, James Morris School was the realization of many years discussion and planning by the

Morris community, driven by the desire for a centralized K-12 school. Since 1932, the building has

expanded through several additions and renovations, but the original structure remains as it appears in

the 1936 photograph above, with each room still used to service the needs of today’s students.

This past September, Harvest Luncheons were

held at each Regional School District 6 elemen-

tary school. These festive and joyous occasions

brought members of the community and school

together to enjoy freshly prepared dishes from the

schools’ organic gardens.  

On September 30, James Morris School hosted

its annual Harvest Luncheon for the many guests

who came together as a school community to wel-

come the new school year and celebrate the boun-

ty of the JMS Giving Garden.  Every student

helped harvest and prepare the vegetables into

delicious, nutritious dishes. Sixth grade students

proudly hosted the luncheon and delighted each

guest with tastings of crispy Swiss Chard chips,

honey bean salad, and rhubarb cake, to name a

few. 

James Morris School is grateful for  families,

students and staff who maintain the garden

throughout the summer and transport the produce

to area soup kitchens and food banks. It is due to

this commitment that our garden continues to

thrive and is a wonderful source of community

outreach. Plan to join us at the 2016 Harvest

Luncheon to enjoy the delicacies of next year’s

bounty!

JMS Afterschool Clubs
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Warren School Returns to its Roots

BY ANGELA ROSSBACH

Warren School Honors their

Community Veterans

BY BETH ULRICHSEN

In the 1960s, Warren School

ran a multiage program. At the

time, the school was housed in a

small white wood structure that

is now the Warren Library. First

Selectman Craig Nelson recently

recalled his experience there as a

student. “Multiage was different

then,” he said. “I liked being with

different kids every year, since

my grade only had five students.

However, teachers didn’t know

then what they know now.”

Fast forward 50 years. Warren

School has expanded and is now

housed in a larger brick structure

adjacent to the Warren Library.

With grade levels ranging from

six to 17 students, multiage con-

versations began again in earnest.

A combined class of first and

second grade students was creat-

ed two years ago.  Supported by

classroom teacher Mrs. Mary-

Ellen Birdsall and Literacy

Specialist Mrs. Joanne

Woodington, the class flourished.

With the goal of providing a first-

class education for every student

in Warren using the multiage

model, Superintendent Ed Drapp

reached out to international mul-

tiage consultant Dr. Sandra Stone

for assistance.

Stone, from the University of

Northern Arizona, traveled to

Warren to meet with teachers and

families to provide guidance on

the development of a multiage

program that is focused on the

progress of individual students

rather than on progress through a

set curriculum. This student-cen-

tered focus fits well with

Warren’s unique character as a

small school, where students of

every age frequently interact

with one another and with the

staff each day. This year, Warren

School has an Early Primary

class of Preschool and

Kindergarten students taught by

Mrs. Karen Brady, and an Upper

Blended class of third and fourth

graders taught by Mrs. Beth

Ulrichsen. Both teachers are

using the multiage philosophy

introduced by Dr. Stone. The

experience is going well, and

other Warren teachers expressed

interest in expediting the process

so that all students can learn in a

multiage classroom. 

Warren School is returning to

its roots, but with a new and

improved multiage experience

that is fostered by its partnership

with Dr. Stone, and with teachers

who understand the unique needs

of every student. 

How do you keep a group of

very enthusiastic first graders

engaged on the day before

Halloween?  You do lots of

Halloween themed learning

activities, of course. On October

30, the students participated in

Pumpkin Math, an excellent

way to blend science and math. 

First graders needed to first

estimate the height, circumfer-

ence, or distance around, and the

weight of their table’s pumpkin.

To prepare, the students read

The King’s Foot. Then, the class

asked themselves, “If our foot is

about 12 inches long, about how

high is our pumpkin?” They

used a grown up’s foot as a body

benchmark to make a good esti-

mate of their pumpkins’ heights,

and the same procedure to esti-

mate the distance around their

pumpkins.  

After making their estimates,

the students used a measuring

tape to record the actual meas-

urements.  Next, they all held

something that weighed 2

pounds, then they all held their

big pumpkin to figure out a

good estimate for its weight

before visiting the nurse’s office

to weigh them. One of the

pumpkins weighed 22 pounds,

and another one weighed 18

pounds. 

Next, the students were shown

what a pile of 10 seeds looked

like and tried to use this to esti-

mate how many seeds were in

each pumpkin. The estimate

was about 600 seeds. When the

seeds were counted after they

dried, students found that one of

our pumpkins had 540 seeds

and the other one had 653 seeds. 

We saved the best activity for

last and put the pumpkins into a

pail with water to see if they

would sink or float. Most of the

students thought without a

doubt that they would sink. Boy,

were they ever surprised to learn

that they actually float! 

This past September, Harvest

Luncheons were held at each

Regional School District 6 ele-

mentary school. These festive

and joyous occasions brought

members of the community and

school together to enjoy freshly

prepared dishes from the

schools’ organic gardens. The

luncheons began over a decade

ago at Warren School. 

On September 21, Warren

School hosted its 14th annual

Harvest Luncheon. Students,

staff, families, and members of

the Warren Town Crew, Fire

Department, and First

Selectman’s office were among

the many guests who came

together as a community to wel-

come the new school year and

celebrate the bounty of the gar-

den, Harvest of Dreams. 

Every student helped harvest

and prepare the vegetables into

delicious, nutritious dishes.

Sixth grade students proudly

hosted the luncheon and delight-

ed each guest with tastings of

crispy Swiss Chard chips, honey

bean salad, and rhubarb cake to

name a few. Warren School is

grateful for families, students

and staff who maintain the gar-

den throughout the summer and

transport the produce to area

soup kitchens and food banks. It

is due to this commitment that

our garden continues to thrive

and is a wonderful source of

community outreach. Currently,

plans are underway to repaint

the greenhouse, redo the path-

ways, and add elements of art,

music, and movement into the

garden space. Plan to join us at

the 2016 Harvest Luncheon to

enjoy the delicacies of next

year’s bounty and a guided tour

of the rejuvenated garden area.

Warren School’s 14th Annual Harvest Luncheon

BY ALISA WRIGHT, RSD6 WELLNESS TEACHER

On November 10, the students

and staff of Warren School hon-

ored the men and women of

their community who have so

graciously served our country.

Veterans who served in World

War II, Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf

War, Iraq, Afghanistan, and dur-

ing Peace Time attended a

luncheon in their honor. 

The veterans shared with stu-

dents what it means to them to

be a veteran and an American,

and the students presented them

with letters of appreciation. The

entire student body recited a

Veterans Day poem, and sang

several patriotic songs during

the luncheon. A variety of war

memorabilia were also on dis-

play, including letters written to

loved ones from soldiers during

World War II, uniforms from

different wars, and medals and

maps used by soldiers during

war time. Fathers, grandparents,

uncles, friends, neighbors, and

school personnel were all in

attendance as honored guests.

Children in Kindergarten to

sixth grade wrote letters of

appreciation and painted bright,

colorful American flags to share

with our veterans as well. The

children spent several weeks

learning about what it means to

be an American, and the mean-

ing of freedom and various parts

of the  flag. As the children

expressed why they were proud

to be an American, the enthusi-

asm and pride was contagious.

They developed a deeper under-

standing of gratitude and real-

ized that their education and

quality of life should not be

taken for granted. Students were

able to understand the privileges

they have thanks to the great

sacrifices made by these special

Veterans, and that they are

deserving of much appreciation. 

The pride for our country was

obvious by the end of the day. It

was an honor to show gratitude

to the men and women who

have served our country.

Pumpkin Math
BY SUE CARPENTER
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Students Share the True
Meaning of the Holidays

(From left to right): Lorraine Veronneau (Oakville, CT), Shyanne Ostrander
(10th Grade), Nicole Rogers (10th Grade), Alexis Clites (10th Grade)

(Left) Mikayla Elwell (10th Grade), Right) Harriett
Ellis (Morris, CT)

As part of Region School District 6’s Agricultural
Education Program, students participate in a leader-
ship committee that plans various activities through-
out the year. This committee, comprised of 10th grade
students, focuses on programs with senior citizens
that involve horticulture, such as floral design and
planter projects. We visit the Morris Senior Center
several times per year and also conduct activities at
RoseHaven care facility in Litchfield.


